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needs and analyses local practitioners can use to help improve the 
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2.2 RoadQay Characteristic Data

It is also valuable to obtain information about the roadQay infrastructure.  
The folloQing roadQay data are often used to assist practitioners in 
safety analyses:

t� RoadQay surface (dirt, aggregate, asphalt, concrete);

t� Lane (number, Qidth);

t� Shoulder (type, Qidth);

t� Median (type, Qidth);

t� RoadQay alignment (curve, straight);

t� Intersection (number of legs, configuration); and

t� Traffic control device 1 Tf
0.9 0 present (signs, pavement marking, traffic signals).

This information can be combined Qith crash data to help local 
practitioners identify appropriate locations and treatment 1 Tf
0.9 0 to improve 
safety.  For example pif a segment of roadQay is experiencing a high 
number of roadQay departure crashes, analysis of the inventory of 
roadQay element 1 Tf
0.9 0 could reveal that the roadQay doe 1 Tf
0.9 0 not have edgeline 
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Example:
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Table 3 shows that the rolling average of County Road 220 stayed 
relatively steady up to 2006, and then increased slightly from 2007 to 
2009.  A rolling average is commonly used to smooth out short-term 
fluctuations in the data and highlight longer-term trends.  A study of the 
annual crashes shows one year with an atypically high number of crashes 
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3.4. Identifying Potential Crashes

Local jurisdictions often do not Bave access to all the data desired for 
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Another application of the systematic approach begins with the 
selection of low-cost, effective countermeasures to common traffic 
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The benefits to the spot location approach may include:

t� Focus on Demonstrated Needs.  The spot location approach focuses 
directly on locations with a history of crashes. 
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The crashes also included the following additional information:

t� Occurrence on a curve or straight section;

mailto:douglas.w.bish%40odot.state.or.us?subject=




mailto:kcarr%40morpc.org?subject=
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included segments labeled as high risk based on crash rates. In 2010, 
that procedure was updated to include crash severity and trending over 
six years of crash data. The following is the methodology used in New 
Jersey and approved by the FHWA Division office:

1. 





http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/local_rural/training/fhwasa10012
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